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A Penguin Returns, 32 Years Later

A 
cutting wind whipped against 
Eugenia, making her jacket ripple 
like waves as she walked around 
the Patagonian coast. All around 

her, stretching to the ocean was an 
endless gathering of two-foot-tall, 
squawking penguins. This is San 
Lorenzo in southern Argentina, like-
ly the largest colony of Magellanic 
penguins in the world. Around 210,000 
pairs of penguins are here, carving 
their nests into the semi-desert soil 
until it resembles Swiss cheese. Some 
of these penguins are tagged with 
metal bands around their left flipper, 
and Eugenia navigates through the 
colony searching for glints of sunlight 
reflecting off the metal. Each band has 
an identification number she can use 
to determine if that penguin is native 
to this colony or has migrated from 
elsewhere. Many penguins acquired 
their tags as chicks, and as Eugenia 
would soon learn, for some that was a 
very long time ago.

Eugenia Bertagna works for a travel 
agency that helps manage the land 
where the penguin colony is located. 
It’s not unusual in Argentina for a 
penguin colony to spring up on pri-
vate land, so a key part of the Global 

Penguin Society’s (GPS) work is to 
build relationships with land owners 
and managers to ensure land is used in 
ways that don’t disturb the penguins. 
Eugenia and Pablo Borboroglu, presi-
dent of GPS, are currently working on 
an agreement that would allow GPS 
to officially monitor the San Lorenzo 
colony, to provide management 
recommendations, and to establish 
an information center about penguins 
there. As part of this partnership, 
Eugenia and others at the agency lo-
cate penguins with identification bands 
and record their findings for GPS. 

Scientists have been banding penguins 
for decades, though it’s difficult to 
gain continuous data on individual 
birds—many don’t return to the same 
colony and those that do become lost 
in a crowd of thousands. So, you can 
imagine Eugenia’s surprise when this 
October she discovered a penguin who 

was banded as a chick almost 32 years 
ago in Punta Tombo, a colony located 
186 miles south. This penguin was part 
of a long-term study that began in 1986, 
but hadn’t been seen since. This finding 
was not just a probability longshot, it 
taught GPS that penguins could live 
longer than expected. Researchers had 
assumed 30 years was the maximum 
lifespan for penguins. This bird was 32 
and while those numbers might seem 
too close together to be significant, 
they’re not; since penguins are vulnera-
ble to a host of threats from predators, 
pollution, and changing ocean condi-
tions, every year of life is a big deal. 

This exciting discovery underscored 
that long-term research is critical to 
understanding more about penguin be-
havior, migration, and colony structure—
knowledge that is critical for protecting 
these endearing birds. 

Eugenia  
discovered a penguin  

who was banded as  
a chick almost  
32 years ago.



E 
lephants are powerfully strong 
and can be fierce with their 
impressive tusks; lions stalk 
and hunt with deadly precision; 

Grevy’s zebras can kick hard enough 
to break a lion’s jaw; but none of 
them can defeat a bullet. In northern 
Kenya’s Samburu County, firearms 
have become a major threat to 
Africa’s iconic wildlife. This can be 
intentional—poaching, retaliatory 
killings, and even malevolent target 
practice—or unintentional, as when 
conflict erupts between livestock 
raiders and herders, catching 
wildlife in the crossfire. Frequently, 
these animals are merely wounded 
and could live if given proper med-
ical treatment, but in the entirety 
of Samburu—almost the size of 
New Jersey—there is not a single 
veterinarian. There is only one vet 

from neighboring Lewa available for 
Samburu’s wildlife. A small group 
of dedicated conservationists and 
donors are about to change this.

Emergency veterinary care is crucial 
to conservation work in Samburu. 
It allows injured wildlife a chance 
to survive and can reduce pain 
for animals that are suffering. The 
regional vet in Lewa is qualified, but 
overstretched; it is impossible for him 
to respond to every emergency in 
time to treat a sick or injured animal. 
Conservationists also rely on the vet-
erinarian to help them track and mon-
itor wildlife movements. Tracking an 
animal requires the use of a GPS radio 
collar, which can only be attached 
if the animal is sedated. It is legally 
imperative that a trained veterinarian 
be responsible for darting an animal 

A Vet for Samburu
Thanks to the support of committed donors, WCN’s 

partners Ewaso Lions, Grevy’s Zebra Trust, and Save 
the Elephants will have access to a veterinarian. This 

will be a huge benefit to the wildlife in Samburu.

with sedatives, remain present as 
conservationists fit it with a collar, 
and revive it when they’re finished. 
Conservationists can spend months, 
sometimes years, waiting for the 
perfect opportunity to collar a lion, 
for example, only to miss the chance 
because the vet is unable to arrive in 
time. The problem is clear: Samburu 
needs a veterinarian. 

For WCN’s three Samburu-based 
partners—Ewaso Lions, Grevy’s Zebra 
Trust, and Save the Elephants—lim-
ited vet access seemed like an in-
surmountable problem...until now. 
These WCN partners connected with 
a group of donors eager to make a 
strong impact for conservation; they 
have pledged to build the support 
needed to hire a vet for Samburu. 
Veterinarians are employed by the 

Kenya Wildlife Service, who require a 
5-year commitment—amounting to a 
$527,000 budget—a major commit-
ment for both partners and donors. 
Though not all the capital has been 
raised yet, the plan is already under-
way—a long-time WCN supporter has 
generously funded the initial setup 
costs for equipping a veterinary lab 
and obtaining a vehicle. 

This collaboration represents how 
the WCN network functions best, 
connecting conservationists and 
donors to solve problems and protect 
wildlife. The deep unity and strength 
between WCN’s three Samburu-
based partners and their donors’ 
valuable investment embodies one of 
the biggest hallmarks of the network: 
we’re stronger together, and together 
we can make a difference. 



Combating the Pet Trade 
T 

he small stones whizzed through 
the lush, green leaves ricochet-
ing off of the tree bark before 
thudding to the ground. The 

boys grabbed a handful more, load-
ed their slingshots and fired until 
hitting the small cotton-top tamarin 
clinging to the branches above. 
Once it fell, the boys captured the 
little monkey, planning to sell it as a 
pet. Fortunately, two Proyecto Tití 
biologists spotted this scene from 
their truck and bee-lined to the boys 
intent on stopping them. Right there 
in the tropical forest, these kids got 
an impromptu education about the 
special monkeys that live only in 
northwestern Colombia. By the time 
they parted ways the boys were 
converted from would-be poachers 
to enthusiastic conservationists; 
they released the cotton-top back to 
its arboreal home unharmed.

This was hardly the first cotton-top 
to be knocked out of a tree and cap-
tured for the pet trade. Weighing 
only one lb., cotton-tops are small 
with a shock of white cottony hair 
(from which they derive their name) 
making them cute and desirable 
pets. While it’s illegal to have a pet 
cotton-top, the law is rarely en-
forced and the practice is culturally 
accepted; as a result, the pet trade is 
robbing the forests of these critical-
ly endangered primates. Statistics 
from environmental authorities in 
Colombia have shown that over 200 
cotton-tops have been confiscated 
as pets in the last five years; we can 
assume there are many others that 
have not been reported or confis-
cated. While deforestation is the 
biggest threat to cotton-tops, the 
pet trade is a serious concern that 
must be addressed. Removing cot-
ton-tops from the forest damages 
the population as a whole and harms 
the individual animals—cotton-tops 
are separated from their families, 
heartbreaking for a creature that 

By the time  
they parted 

 ways, the boys  
were converted 
 from would-be  

poachers to  
enthusiastic  

conservationists.

lives in tight knit social groups, and 
they typically spend their days tied 
up. Their diet, health, and quality of 
life suffer greatly.

Interestingly, the key to addressing 
this issue may be through another 
popular pet. Proyecto Tití is teach-
ing kids to be caring and responsible 
dog guardians as a positive alter-
native to keeping wildlife as pets. 
With the help of professional animal 
trainers, Proyecto Tití helps kids 
create a stronger bond with their 
dogs through training classes. In the 
process, kids learn to distinguish 
between domestic animals and wild-
life and understand the long-term 
consequences of keeping wildlife as 

pets. Additionally, having a trained 
dog has been proven to reduce the 
desire to have a pet cotton-top. So 
far, the program has been remark-
ably successful, not only helping to 
reduce the number of cotton-tops 
captured, but in teaching communi-
ties to be good stewards of wildlife. 
The more kids learn how to be 
compassionate and attentive to their 
dogs at home, the more they help 
cotton-tops stay in the forest where 
they belong. 
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WCN protects endangered 
species and preserves their 
natural habitats by supporting 
entrepreneurial conservation-
ists who pursue innovative 
strategies for people and 
wildlife to co-exist and thrive.

Invest In Wildlife Conservation
We greatly appreciate your dedication 
to protecting wildlife. Your kind sup-
port is vital to our partners’ heroic and 
enduring work in conservation.

WAYS TO GIVE
 Donate by mail, phone, fax, or online
 Become a monthly donor
 Give a gift on behalf of someone else
 Include WCN in your estate plans
 Donate stock or other securities

We are honored to have a number one 
rating amongst wildlife conservation 
organizations from Charity Navigator, 
with four stars and a perfect score.

EIN # 30-0108469 
CFC # 63038

If you prefer to receive the WCN newsletter in 
electronic form, please let us know by calling  
415-202-6380 or emailing info@wildnet.org


